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THE REBIRTH OF AN OAK MANHATTAN 

3-BOX BLAKE MAGNETO PHONE 
by Walt Aydelotte

Several years ago I acquired the car-

cass of a great old 3-box wall phone that 

I just could not pass up at the time. My 

thoughts were: This would make a nice 

project for sometime when I have more 

time to spend. Thus, it became one of 

ugxgtcn" wpÞpkujgf" rjqpgu" uswkttgngf"
away for later resurrection. This past 

{gct"kv"ycu"Þpcnn{"vkog"vq"fki"kv"qwv"cpf"
Þiwtg"qwv"jqy"vq"dtkpi"kv"dcem"vq"nkhg0
 I quickly determined that it (Figs. 1 

& 2) was, in fact, a phone manufactured 

by Manhattan Electric Supply Co (MES-

CO). This was determined based on the 

silver painted magneto and ringer and the 

number “10” stamped on the lower front 

edge of the top box, when viewed with 

the door open. The Whitman & Couch 

transmitter just “didn’t look right” (Fig. 

3), so I removed it and discovered that 

this phone originally had a Blake type 

transmitter, as evidenced by the tapered 

round “speaking hole” that was present 

underneath the current W&C transmitter, 

and the extra holes visible on the inside 

of the door. I quickly determined to con-

xgtv"kv"dcem"vq"kvu"qtkikpcn"Dncmg"eqpÞiw-

ration and to “save” the original Blake 

transmitter door, yet hide the extra holes 

that had been drilled in order to attach 

the W&C transmitter unit. While one can 

use tapered horizontal grain wood plugs 

cut on a lathe to plug holes in an exposed 

face, the chances of matching the origi-

nal quarter sawn oak rays (stripes) in the 

wood are slim to none. When faced with 

this issue, I have usually determined it is 

better to retain the original wood, while 

installing a veneer of quarter sawn white 

oak on the face of the door, while retain-

ing the original Blake speaking hole. To 

me, this is not misrepresenting anything; 

it is restoring the phone to the way it was 

originally. When done properly, the use 

Continued on page 10.
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 At the end of the 1970s VISA was au-

vqocvkpi"vjgkt"etgfkv"ectf"xgtkÞecvkqp"rtq-

cess to avoid fraud. 

 They came in touch with GTE, who 

wanted to offer VISA a phone with a built-

in credit card reader. GTE subcontracted 

the whole project to their subsidiary GTE 

ATEA in Belgium. In a few months a phone 

was designed (Fig. 1) from scratch, with 

 - a built in credit card reader,

 - a 300 baud modem, and 

 - a Motorola 6802 processor. 

 

PHONE OF THE MONTH: GTE MICRO-FONE
by Jan Verhelst, Belgium

COMING IN MAY

 The whole software program was con-

vckpgf"kp"6"MD"TQO#"Uq"etgfkv"ectf"xgtkÞ-

cation could be done over a telephone line 

(Fig. 2), without the necessity of a person at 

the other side. 

 Motivation for GTE was to “gener-

cvgÒ"vtchÞe"hqt"vjgkt"dtcpf"pgy"Z047"rcemgv"
switching network.

 And what was unusual in those days: 

phone numbers could be stored in the 

phone’s memory! It featured a separate 

REDIAL memory (not the more familiar 

last number redial memory) and four one-

button PRIORITY calling numbers (Fig. 

3).

 Alphanumeric and numeric input 

could be given in a rather unusual way us-

ing the internal magnetic stripe reader. 

 Optional PIN-pad, printer (Fig. 4) and 

light pen reader were used in point of sale, 

gngevtqpke"xgtkÞecvkqp"cpf"gngevtqpke"hwpfu"
transfer applications, among others.

Here is a sneak peak at a unique part of the Phone of the Month selection for May, 2014.  Some of you will 

no doubt recognize the part, but we suspect that the majority will not.  If you have a unique telephone, please 

send us a photo or two and we will be in touch with you right away.  Everyone enjoys surprises from time to 

time and readers would like to see phones from your collection.

" Vjg"Þtuv"u{uvgou"ygtg"octmgvgf"kp"vjg"
US under the name GTE MICRO-FONE. 

GTE was the only supplier in the US for up 

to 2 years. Derived versions of this phone 

were delivered worldwide under different 

names such as DATEA2000, DIAMOND, 

DATEAPLUS, Cliniphone, etc. Some of 

them were feature phones. 

 The DIAMOND was marketed to ex-

ecutives. It included a clock with appoint-

ment reminder and stopwatch, and came in 

either ivory plastic or leather (Fig. 5).

 A transparent version was made for 

demonstrations (Fig. 6). Marketing lit-

erature and more photos are in the Bonus 

Pages. '
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 The credit card information was read using the magnetic stripe reader, but alphanumeric and numeric input was given by 

-

lowed by the 1 key.

 Here are a few more photos, plus marketing literature including:

  • Three one page ads highlighting the phone and extra features,

  • A two page ad showing the pin pad and printer,

  • A six page DATEA 2000 brochure, and

  • A four page Diamond brochure.

APRIL PHONE OF THE MONTH: GTE MICRO-FONE
by  Jan Verhelst, Belgium
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