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Get together of “telephone enthusiasts” of  

Western-Europe on August 26, 2023 in Arnhem, 

the Netherlands
by Jan Verhelst

Before “corona time” we had a 
get together in Steenhuffel, Bel-
gium with a lot of people interest-
ed in the history of telephony (see 
report in the THG Journal winter 
2019-2020, or Singing Wires of 
April 2020).

At that time we had interesting 
conversations with like-minded 
people from several western Eu-
ropean countries. Now that co-
rona can be considered as “past”, 
we wanted to repeat it. This time 
we asked our Dutch friends if we 
could possibly do this in a Dutch 
telephone museum.

And so we ended up at Museum 
Telefan (see www.telefan.nl ), in 
Arnhem, the Netherlands, near the 
German border. This museum is 
located in a building of the Dutch 
public telephone company KPN, 
where a number of volunteers set 
up both exchanges and telephones. 

Visitors were shown around by 
knowledgeable volunteers. But the 

Fig. 2 - Pizza time: a perfect occasion for networking!

Fig. 3 - A group picture at Telefan, Arnhem, NL

Fig. 1 - Welcome by Joop Siebelink of the Telefan museum

Fig. 4 - Dial Repair Workshop
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BUY/SELL/TRADE ads are free to mem-
bers. Ads may be edited for format, 
clarity and/or length. Send copy to: 
a d s @ t e l e p h o n e c o l l e c t o r s . o r g 
Written ad copy should be mailed to: 
TCI SW Ads, 6870 Choctaw St., Union City, 
OK. 73090.
To repeat an ad from last month, mere-
ly say “run last month’s ad again.“

BUY / SELL / TRADE

WANTED

Old lead coin chutes from Gray or Gray/
Western Electric payphones such as 50G 
and 150G. • Unusual payphones and pay-
phone parts such as three slot models with 
separate transmitter and receiver. • Unusual 
and early Gray Pay Station models such as 
23C, bell shaped collector that goes on the 
front of a wood phone etc. • American Toll 
coin collector. Interested in a very nice WE 
1234G touch tone in beige or chrome. • Un-
usual model single slot payphones such as 
1A 1E !eld trials and prototypes. • Original 
Bell System, WE single slot and 3 slot pay-
phone upper housing keys 10G, 10H, 29A 
etc. Eight inch round #21 Bell System signs 
from some di"erent states in good condi-
tion.

Mike Davis | Mike@mvtelonline.com
(516) 735-9765, mvtelonline.com

Paying $1.50 each for Kellogg transmitters 
used in the #46 handset (found in #900 and 
#1000-series Masterphones). %ey don’t 
have to work. I’ll pay postage, 5 or more 
please.
I just acquired a lot of Automatic Electric 
3-inch dials and can o"er them ready-to-go 
with mounting screws for ten dollars each. 
%ese have black !nger wheels and are type 
#51 die-cast type. Many %anks
Steve Hilsz | jydsk@tds.net
(520) 370-3267, PO Box 429, Salome, AZ 85348

Unusual acoustic “string“ telephones, par-
ticularly those with magneto-signaling and/
or speaking/listening tubes. • Also, primi-
tive homemade acoustic telephones, the 
stranger the better. • Acoustic telephone lit-
erature, such as catalogs, &yers, , etc. • BLUE 
North Electric 7H6 Galion desk (or wall) 
telephone. • BLUE Western Electric 302 
with BLUE plungers dated 1941 or earlier.
Jon Kolger | jkolger@gte.net
(817) 329-5262 - No. 561, 6906 Meade Drive
Colleyville, TX. 76034

Western Electric 80B control units. Used 
to allow 4A speakerphone to operate on a 
4-wire circuit. With the cover on the unit 
it looks just like a 55B control unit for a 3A 
speakerphone. If you have any of these units 
we are interested in acquiring them. • West-
ern Electric old-style button Call Directors 
(including key strips), Card Dialers, Call-
a-matic dialers and Autovon Equipment. • 
Handset for Vought-Berger Pendelum Tele-
phone.)
JKLcollection@jklmuseum.com
(209) 755-4949, www.jklmuseum.com

Western Electric Card Dialer in YELLOW. 
Can be rotary-dial or Touchtone, single line 
or multi-line. Any type will do, as long as it 
is in good condition; molded from yellow 
plastic and not painted. %anks!
David Friedman | mommabirdie@netzero.net
(310) 837-3089

most important thing was “net-
working,” exchanging ideas with 
others who have the same hobby.

We had an interesting Dial Re-
pair Workshop where expert Ar-
win Schaddelee showed how to 

repair broken dials.
Among the attendees we saw 

German, Dutch, and Belgian citi-
zens. Unique guests included one 
visitor from Poland, one from Ire-
land (THG editor John Mulrane), 

and one from the United States 
(Singing Wires editor Remco En-
thoven).

More pictures on 
https://www.kulentuur.be/foto-
book2/piwigo/index.php?/catego-
ry/85 

Fig. 7 - Manual  exchanges

Fig. 6 - Several generations of automatic tele-
phone exchanges

TCI welcomes announcements from
members hosting regional shows.
Send copy to:
ads@telephonecollectors.org
Announcements may be edited for
format, clarity, and/or length.

More show info at:
www.telephonecollectors.org/shows/

 Northern California Show
October 28, 2023

 En!eld, Connecticut
November 3, 2023

Show Announcements

Fig. 5 - Wall with wooden telephones, 
(most of these were donated by the TCI Editor)


