In

First Payphone in Belgium - Addendum

Singing Wires of April

2021, an article was pub-
lished “First Payphone in
Belgium, Circa 1913,

In

September 2021 TCI

members Stefan Biesemans

and

the depot of the museum of

Jan Verhelst could visit

Art and History in Brussels.

This

museum “inherited”

the telephones of the former
telecom museum.

The payphone that was de-
scribed in the article was a
coin box made by a company
called “Controleur Automa-

tique de Téléphone”

con-

nected to a regular BTMC
telephone.
To our great surprise, we

found in the depot of this
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BRUXEELES

——————

ACGENCES:

ANVERS, Rue du Lombard, rs,
LIEGE, Rae de la Régence, 18,
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by Jan Verhelst, Antwerp, Belgium

the same company where
both the coin box and the

Fig. 1 - Integrated Payphone

phone were integrated in the
same housing (Fig. 1).
This payphone was made

by the same company “con-

troleur
téléphone”, but

automatique du
distribut-

ed by another company “La
Téléphonie privée”. This is a
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L. KUSNICK & G

2, Rue du Mont-Thabor, PARIS

3 POUR PARIS
ET LR BANLIEUE :

L-\ Sociétd pose et donne en
leeation les instaliations wilé-
phoniques pour #sages domres-
tiques, Administrations, Ustres,
Bureaux, Ateliers, Magasins,
Coneierges et Localaives, en
prenant & sa charge lous les
s Trais, y compris ceux d'entretien,
moyennant la

Redevance Annuelle
de 15 franes par Appareil

POUR LA PROVINCE :

A Société livre, avee un des-
& 18

explicative, les apparcils 1616~
phonigues tout montés, avee leur
eordon souple, leurs rosaces, les
piles, les planchettes & plots, de
fagon & n'avoir plus qu'd les re-
lier par les fils qui doivent &ire
atachés aux bornes suivant les
numéros mdigqués,
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Fig. 4 - Téléphonie Privée,
advertisement Belgian Company

Fig. 5 - Téléphonie Privée, advertisement French Company
(Courtesy Alain Groult, chairman of the French collectors club)

Belgian company that
was founded in 1896,
and mainly addressed
businesses.

There was also a
French company with
the same name, but so
far we have not been
able to find out if there
was a link between the
two.

The foundation act of
the Belgian company
(founded in 1896) does
not show a reference
to the French compa-
ny nor to the French
shareholders.

There is a suspicion
though,  considering
the advertisements
of both companies
“téléphonie privée” are
similar. &=
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